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Publications

5. Educational
Options
Individual Study

Petition for Individual Study

Pick up a Petition for Undergraduate Individual Studies Course at the

department, college, or division office. It is best to initiate this process

during the quarter before the one in which you plan to do the study.

 Outline your proposed course of study and obtain the approval of

an instructor who is willing to supervise your study. The instructor

also approves the number of credits (either 2 or 5) to be awarded

upon completion of the individual study.

File the petition with the department, college, or division

sponsoring your individual study.

* When you receive your copy of the approved petition, a class
number will be listed. Use this class number when you enroll
via the Student Portal. Make sure to enroll with the grade option
approved on the petition. If you are taking more than 5 credits of
an individual study with the same instructor, there will be two or
three class numbers listed, one for each 5-credit section in which
you enroll. If you are planning a field study that is out of the area,
be sure to enroll for the upcoming quarter before you leave.

Individual Study

At UCSC students are encouraged to devise courses for themselves if appropriate courses are not offered
in the curriculum. Individual study must be supervised by a faculty member and sponsored by a department,
college, or division. Both lower- and upper-division courses are available. An individual studies course can
be approved for either 2 or 5 credits. A 2-credit individual studies course requires about six hours of work
per week, while a 5-credit course requires about 15 hours of work per week. In some cases, individual study
may be carried on extramurally in the form of accredited field work; see also Field and Internship Programs,
on page 77. For specific course offerings, see the UCSC General Catalog. Some examples of individual
study course listings are tutorial, group tutorial, field study, and independent field study. Credit by petition is
not an option for individual studies courses.
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