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Academic Trouble
The Registrar’s Office and your college will contact you if you are placed on academic probation. You 
should immediately make an appointment to see a college adviser for advice on how to return to good 
academic standing.

Academic Probation
You are placed on academic probation when you are not passing enough courses with grades at 
the level of C or better. In placing you on academic probation, the college is warning you that your 
current level of academic performance could put you in danger of disqualification from the university. 
While you are on academic probation, you remain eligible for most financial aid (unless you are later 
barred or disqualified). The fact that you are on academic probation is not permanently entered on 
your academic record. However, that information is recorded on your unofficial transcript and would be 
indicated on any official transcript that is issued while you are on academic probation. 

Academic probation is a serious call for you to take a careful look at your workload, study habits, 
choice of program of study, priorities, and motivation. The strategies for improving your academic 
standing differ depending upon the causes of your academic difficulty and whether the difficulty is a 
short-term problem in one term or whether it arises from a longer term pattern. Getting good advice 
from academic counselors will help you get back on the road to good academic standing. However, 
failure to actively address the problem may lead to a further decline in your academic standing to the 
point where you become subject to disqualification from the university.
Academic Disqualification and Barred Enrollment
If your academic standing declines to the point where you are subject to disqualification, your college 
will review your case and decide to take one of the following actions:

to bar your enrollment for a specified period of time with conditions on your readmission;
to disqualify you indefinitely from further enrollment in the university; 
to waive your barred enrollment or disqualification for a term, based upon indications that you 
may be able to improve your academic standing. In this case, your status is called “Academic 
Probation — Subject to Disqualification.”

Students who are given “Academic Probation — Subject to Disqualification” status may still enroll in 
classes, live in university housing, and remain eligible for most types of financial aid.

 If you are barred or disqualified, that fact is entered on your permanent academic record. Your 
financial aid is cancelled, and you cannot continue to live in university housing. You are not eligible to 
audit or attend classes during the regular academic year. You may not receive a degree while you are 
on barred or disqualified status. 

Appealing Disqualification or Barred Enrollment
If you are subject to barred enrollment or disqualification, your college will notify you of the decision 
of the academic standing review committee regarding your status as soon as possible after the end 
of the term. The letter informing you of this decision will specify the time frame within which an appeal 
will be considered. If there is information relevant to determining your academic standing which you 
believe the academic standing review committee was not able to take into account, you may provide 
that evidence in a written appeal to your college provost. Students who appeal will receive written 
notification of the college’s decision. If you do not appeal by the appeal deadline, the decision of the 
review committee will take effect immediately.

Readmission After Bar or Disqualification
If your college bars your enrollment for a fixed period, it may also stipulate certain conditions on your 
readmission to UCSC. For example, students who are subject to disqualification at the end of their 
first year may be barred for one full year. In addition, the college may require the student to complete 
the equivalent of a year’s course work at another institution (for example, a community college) with a 
certain GPA before the student can be readmitted to UCSC. In other cases, the readmission condition 
might not require additional course work but would require a change of major or for personal or medical 
issues to be addressed (courses taken outside of UCSC will not be used to improve your UCSC GPA).

Readmission after indefinite disqualification is more difficult. Generally students are indefinitely 
disqualified only after they have fallen into very serious academic difficulty. Readmission is approved 
for disqualified students only when there is reason to think that they have addressed the sources of  
their original academic difficulty and then only after more than one year has elapsed since their  
disqualification.

In either case, you must make formal application to UCSC for readmission, observing the deadlines 
stated in the Academic and Administrative Calendar. Any conditions for readmission should be 
addressed in your application. See the section on Readmission, on page 89. 
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