
Introducing UCSC

The University of California

The University of California was chartered as 
a land-grant college in 1868. From this rural 

beginning, the university has developed into one 
of the world’s most distinguished universities, 
acclaimed for its research, scholarship, and dedi-
cation to undergraduate and graduate education. 
There are 10 University of California campuses 
located regionally throughout the state: Berkeley, 
Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Merced, Riverside, 
San Diego, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and 
Santa Cruz. In addition, there are some 800 
associated research institutes, laboratories, agri-
cultural field stations, and extension centers 
serving California and the nation. The university 
is the primary state-funded academic agency for 
research. Its library collection, with 33 million 
volumes, is among the best in the country.

The University of California faculty, nearly 
8,400 in number, is distinctive in its 26 Nobel 
Laureates and 372 members of the National 
Academy of Sciences—more than any other 
college or university system. Faculty member-
ship in the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences totals 519. 

There are about 160,000 undergraduates 
culled from the top 12.5 percent of the state’s 
high school graduates and nearly 50,000 gradu-
ate students. The 1.4 million living alumni 
enrich the nation with public service and lead-
ership.

The Santa Cruz Campus
Since its inception in 1965, the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, has been dedicated to 
excellence in undergraduate education, gradu-
ate studies, and research. UCSC students can 
take advantage of innovative academic plan-
ning combined with the research resources 
and scholarship strengths of the University of 
California system. At UC Santa Cruz, a pro-
gram of general education is enhanced with 
opportunities for academic specialization.

Among the faculty and emeriti drawn to UC 
Santa Cruz by the opportunity for innovative 
teaching and scholarship are 13 members of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 23 members of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and two members of the National Academy 
of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine. Numerous 
faculty have been awarded Guggenheim 
Fellowships, and several have been awarded 
national awards for distinguished teaching. 
Furthermore, two faculty members, three bach-
elor’s degree recipients, and two Ph.D. recipi-

ents have been named MacArthur Fellows, and 
since 1972, when UC Santa Cruz began par-
ticipating in the program, about 115 Fulbright 
scholarships have been awarded to UC Santa 
Cruz students and alumni. Five UC Santa Cruz 
alumni have been awarded Pulitzer Prizes.	
    The planned enrollment of the campus for 
2006–08 is over 15,000 students, of whom 
some 1,500 will be graduate students. UCSC 
seeks and welcomes students, faculty, and staff 
of diverse ethnic and cultural experiences. 
UCSC plans to increase both its enrollment 
and resources and to diversify its educational 
and research opportunities over the next few 
years. New facilities are being built to meet 
current and future needs. The Engineering 2 
Building opened in 2004. The Physical Sciences 
Building on Science Hill opened in 2006. The 
Humanities and Social Sciences facility, a three-
building complex adjacent to Cowell College, is 
scheduled for completion in 2006.

The residential college is an important part 
of the Santa Cruz undergraduate experience. 
The ten colleges divide the university into 
smaller communities that serve as a social and 
intellectual gathering place for 1,200 to 1,600 
students and 30 to 110 faculty fellows from a 
variety of academic disciplines. Every under-
graduate student affiliates with a particular 
college while participating in a campuswide 
academic program. All academic majors are 
open to students from all colleges.

Each college has a distinctive quality derived 
from its core course and extracurricular pro-
grams, its faculty and their academic disciplines, 
and its architectural style. Detailed descriptions 
of the ten colleges begin on page 75.

Undergraduate education. The campus 
offers more than 60 major programs within the 
arts, engineering, humanities, physical and bio-
logical sciences, and social sciences—as well as 
interdisciplinary-major programs. A complete  
list of academic programs and concentrations 
appears on pages 8–9, and detailed descriptions 
begin on page 105.

The major programs are administered by 
departments. In most cases, departments are 
composed of faculty in the same field, but the 
interdisciplinary programs draw on faculty from 
several fields. In addition to established major 
programs, individual majors are available.

At Santa Cruz, letter grades are assigned in 
all credit courses. In addition, academic perfor-
mance in each course is recorded by a perfor-
mance evalulation. (See pages 34–36.)

Undergraduate education at Santa Cruz  
is focused on the individual student. UCSC’s 
college core courses give first-year students  
a small-seminar experience; intensive work  
in writing, discussion, and critical reason-

ing; as well as an orientation to academic 
life. To fulfill UCSC’s rigorous comprehen-
sive requirement, every senior must pass a 
comprehensive examination or complete an 
equivalent body of work.

Individual research is encouraged, and hun-
dreds of research papers coauthored by Santa 
Cruz undergraduates and their professors have 
been published in journals.

Annually, about 500 Santa Cruz students 
broaden their academic careers through the 
UC Education Abroad Program (EAP), which 
allows students to incorporate full-time study 
abroad as UC credit toward their major. The 
EAP provides a vital international connection 
for academic preparation in an increasingly 
interdependent world (see page 40). 

The UCSC campus strongly encourages 
undergraduate students to take advantage of the 
many opportunities for public service such as 
those provided through the campus’s field pro-
grams, colleges, and Career Center. Individual 
studies, apprentice teaching, field studies, and 
internships are important parts of the under-
graduate experience. Over 1,400 students 
participate in the campus’s field programs each 
year (see pages 41–43).

Based on a survey of students who gradu
ated in 1995, 1996, and 1997, 13 percent of 
UCSC graduates continued their education 
in advanced-degree programs within about six 
months following graduation. Seventy-seven 
percent of the UCSC students applying to 
graduate school were accepted into a program. 
Popular career choices included education and 
teaching, psychology, law, business, management 
and administration, computer science, financial 
services, health sciences, and advertising. UCSC’s 
Office of Planning and Budget estimates that 
over 50 percent of graduates eventually attend 
graduate or professional school. UCSC ranked 
15th among more than 60 elite Association of 
American Universities member schools in the 
ratio of bachelor’s degree recipients who went on 
to receive doctorates in the years 1991–95.

Graduate education. The UCSC campus 
offers graduate programs in 32 fields, includ-
ing recently established programs in bioin-
formatics, digital arts/new media, education, 
music, and social documentation. Within the 
graduate programs, there are a range of options 
for concentrated study in a specialized field. 
Graduate study at Santa Cruz emphasizes close 
interaction between faculty and students, inde-
pendent student research, supervised teaching 
experience, and interdisciplinary work. Further 
graduate information begins on page 47.

A number of major university research 
units are based or have a branch at the 
Santa Cruz campus: UC Observatories/Lick 
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Observatory, the Institute of Marine Sciences, 
the Santa Cruz Institute for Particle Physics, 
the Institute of Geophysics and Planetary 
Physics, the Institute for Quantitative 
Biomedical Research (QB3), and the Center 
for Information Technology Research in the 
Interest of Society (CITRIS). The campus sup-
ports other organized research endeavors rang-
ing from Dickens studies to Chicano/Latino 
research to agroecology. Programs stem from 
existing academic strengths and the unique 
assets afforded the campus by its location in the 
Monterey Bay region (see page 55).

The central Santa Cruz campus occupies 
2,000 acres on the west side of the city of Santa 
Cruz, on Monterey Bay, about 75 miles south 
of San Francisco and 35 miles southwest of 
San Jose. Expansive meadows at the campus 
entrance gradually slope up to a redwood forest 
that covers most of the site. Each residential 
college is within easy access of the campus’s cen-
tral core, which includes an extensive library, 
science laboratories, lecture halls, art studios, 
theater arts and music centers, a student union, 
and athletic facilities. Although the campus is 
spread out over many acres of hilly terrain, its 

programs are accessible to people with mobility 
impairments (see page 39).

The city of Santa Cruz is a well-known  
recreational area and center for the arts. Mild 
weather, miles of beaches, and many cultural 
opportunities combine to make Santa Cruz an 
enjoyable place to study and live.

Accreditations and affiliations. The 
University of California, Santa Cruz, is accred-
ited by the Accrediting Commission for Senior 
Colleges and Universities of the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), 
985 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 100, Alameda, CA 
95501, (510) 748-9001. The institution is a 
member of the Association of American Colleges 
and is listed in the official publications of the 
U.S. Department of Education. Listed below are 
other professional and academic organizations 
in which UC Santa Cruz holds membership, or 
which approve the quality of its educational pro-
grams, or both. Persons interested in reviewing 
the accreditation documents should contact the 
Office of the Campus Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor, Kerr Hall, (831) 459-3885.

•  Accreditation Board for Engineering and 
Technology (Computer Engineering and 
Electrical Engineering)

•  American Association of Collegiate 
Registrars and Admissions Officers

•  American Chemical Society Committee on 
Professional Training (Chemistry)

•  American Council of Learned Societies

•  American Council on Education

•  American Geological Institute (Earth Sciences)

•  American Psychological Association 
(Counseling and Psychological Services)

•  California Healthcare Institute

•  California State Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing (Education)

•  Council of Graduate Schools in the U.S.

•  Institute for International Education

•  International Association of Counseling 
Services (provisional)

•  NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators

•  National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (Children’s Center)

•  National Council of University Research 
Administrators

•  Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society

•  Sigma Xi (scientific research society)

           �

The UCSC campus (foreground) is located on 2,000 acres of forest and meadows overlooking the city of Santa 
Cruz and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Ten residential colleges surround a central core, which 
includes an extensive library, science laboratories, lecture halls, art studios, theater arts and music centers, a  
student union and bookstore, and athletic facilities featuring a fitness center, playing fields, and a 50-meter pool.    





Portuguese language (pp. 380–381)
Psychology5 (pp. 381–391)	 	 •		  •				    •
	 Cognitive psychology								        c
	 Developmental psychology								        c
	 Social psychology								        c
Religious studies (p. 391)		
Russian language (p. 392)
Russian studies (p. 392)		
Science communication: Science writing (pp. 392–393)			  	 •	
Social documentation (pp. 393–395)	 					     •
Sociology (pp. 395–404)	 	 •		  •				    •
South and Southeast Asian studies7  (pp. 404–405)		  	 •
Spanish for Spanish speakers (pp. 405–407)
Spanish language (pp. 405–407) 
Spanish literature: see Literature
Statistics (p. 334)				    •
Theater arts (pp. 408–414)	 	 •		  •	 •
  Asian theater					     c
  Dance		  c			   c
  Design and technology		  c			   c
  Drama		  c			   c
  Dramatic literature					     c
  Playwriting					     c
Western civilization (p. 414)		
Women’s studies: see Feminist studies		
Writing (pp. 414–417)
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Combined majors. In addition, students may complete a combined major leading to a 
B.A. degree in a number of designated fields. Combined majors currently available in-
clude those in Earth sciences/anthropology, environmental studies/biology, environmen-
tal studies/Earth sciences, environmental studies/economics, Latin American and Latino 
studies/global economics, Latin American and Latino studies/literature, Latin American 
and Latino studies/politics, and Latin American and Latino studies/sociology. Students 
also have the option of pursuing a double major (see page 33).

c  =  concentration, or emphasis, within a program. Some programs give students the op-
tion of following a general course of study or selecting a concentration; other programs 
require students to choose a concentration. Consult the program on the page indicated.
1 Combined B.A./M.S. programs in business management economics, economics/applied 
economics and finance, and global economics are also available.
2 A combined B.S./M.S. program in computer engineering is also available.
3 A master of fine arts (M.F.A.) degree is awarded in digital arts and new media.
4 Because California state law requires prospective teachers to earn a bachelor’s degree 
in an academic discipline other than education, no undergraduate major is offered. All 
teaching credentials are earned postbaccalaureate. UCSC offers the professional clear 
Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development (CLAD) and Bilingual Crosscul-
tural, Language and Academic Development (BCLAD) multiple subjects credentials, 
which are used in self-contained elementary classrooms (K–6) where all subjects are 
taught by the same teacher. UCSC also offers the CLAD and BCLAD single subjects 
credentials, which are used in departmentalized settings where the teacher is responsible 
for one subject (7–12). A doctor of education (Ed.D.) degree in collaborative leadership 
is available through a joint program with San José State University and California State 
University, Monterey Bay.
5 An intensive major is also available.
6 A B.M. degree in music is also available. A doctorate of musical arts (D.M.A.) degree in 
composition is available.
7 A minor is available in Southeast Asian studies only.

Undergrad.
Education

Graduate
Education
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	 Modern Hebrew		  c		  c
	 Russian		  c		  c
	 Spanish 		  c		  c	
Latin American and Latino studies5 (pp. 304–312)	 •	 	 •				  
Latin language: see Latin (p. 303) and Literature (p. 322)
Latin literature: see Literature	
Legal studies (pp. 312–316)	 	 •		  •
Linguistics (pp. 316–320) (see also Language studies) 	 •		  •		  •		  •
	 Applied linguistics		  c
	 Computational linguistics		  c
	 Psycholinguistics		  c	
	 Theoretical linguistics		  c				    c		  c
Literature5 (pp. 320–332)	 	 •		  •		  •		  •
	 Creative writing		  c
	 Critical theory		  c
	 English-language literatures		  c				    c		  c
	 French literature		  c				    c		  c
	 German literature		  c						    
	 Greek and Latin literatures		  c						    
	 Italian literature		  c						    
	 Literature and film		  c
	 Modern literary studies		  c				    c		  c
	 Pre- and early modern studies		  c				    c		  c
	 Spanish/Latin American/Latino literatures	 c				    c		  c
	 World literature and cultural studies		  c				    c		  c
Marine biology (pp. 136–137)	 		  •
Marine sciences: see Ocean sciences 				    			 
Mathematics (pp. 333–339)	 	 •		  •		  •		  •
	 Computational mathematics		  c						    
	 Mathematics education		  c		
	 Pure mathematics		  c				    c		  c
Medieval studies (p. 339)		
Molecular, cell, and developmental biology (pp. 134–138)	 	 •			   •		  •
Music6 (pp. 340–350)	 	 •				    •		  •
	 Electronic music				    •	
	 Jazz				    •	
	 Western art music				    •
Neuroscience and behavior (pp. 137–138) 	 •	 •				  
Ocean sciences (pp. 351–355) 						      	 •	 •
	 Biology (see also Marine biology)							       c
	 Biological oceanography								        c
	 Chemical oceanography								        c
	 Chemistry							       c
	 Earth sciences							       c
	 Geological oceanography								        c
	 Physical oceanography								        c
	 Physics							       c
Philosophy (pp. 355–361)	 	 •		  •		  •		  •
  Religious thought		  c
Photography: see Art
Physics (pp. 364–370)	 		  •	 •			   •	 •
Physics (Astrophysics) (pp. 365–366)			   •
Plant sciences (pp. 138–139)	 		  •
Playwriting: see Theater arts
Politics (pp. 370–378)	 	 •		  •				    •
  Peace and security studies		  c
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Academic Calendar

Fall Quarter 2006
Fall quarter begins.................... September 16
Instruction begins.................... September 21

*Veterans Day............................ November 10
*Thanksgiving recess.................. November 23–24
	  Instruction ends....................... December 1

Final examinations................... December 4–7
Fall quarter ends....................... December 7
Campus closure........................ December 25– 
                                                 January 1

Winter Quarter 2007
Winter quarter begins.............. January 3 
Instruction begins.................... January 4 

*Birthday of   
     Martin Luther King Jr........... January 15
*Presidents’ Day......................... February 19

Instruction ends....................... March 15
Final examinations................... March 19–22
Winter quarter ends................. March 22

Spring Quarter 2007
Spring quarter begins............... April 2
Instruction begins.................... April 3

*Memorial Day holiday.............. May 28
Instruction ends....................... June 8
Final examinations................... June 11–14
Spring quarter ends.................. June 14
Commencements..................... June 15–17

*Academic and administrative holiday.  
Web: reg.ucsc.edu/calendar/

Fall Quarter 2007
Fall quarter begins.................... September 22
Instruction begins.................... September 27

*Veterans Day............................ November 12
*Thanksgiving recess.................. November 22–23
	  Instruction ends....................... December 7

Final examinations................... December 10–13
Fall quarter ends....................... December 13
Campus closure........................ December 24– 
                                                 January 1

Winter Quarter 2008
Winter quarter begins.............. January 7 
Instruction begins.................... January 8 

*Birthday of   
     Martin Luther King Jr........... January 21
*Presidents’ Day......................... February 18

Instruction ends....................... March 17
Final examinations................... March 18–21
Winter quarter ends................. March 21

Spring Quarter 2008
Spring quarter begins............... March 31
Instruction begins.................... March 31
*Memorial Day holiday............ May 26
Instruction ends....................... June 6
Final examinations................... June 9–12
Spring quarter ends.................. June 12
Commencements..................... June 13–15




